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An Analytical Study for Differentiating between Borderline and
Narcissistic Personality in some Schema Modes and Ego Functions

By
Asmaa O. Diab"”

Abstract

The present study aimed at identifying the differences in borderline and
narcissistic personalities in some schemas and ego functions . The study
sample consisted of (411) students; (238 females, 1173 males) from the first
grades at Faculty of Education, New Valley University. The study used
Borderline Personality Inventory prepared by Abd Elrakeeb Ahmed
Elbeheary. the narcissistic personality questionnaire prepared by Abd
Elrakeeb Ahmed FElbeheary. Schema mode inventory (translated by the
researcher), and Thematic Appreciation test. The study has found a
statistically significant differences between borderline and narcissistic
personality in Detached Protector, Punitive Parent, Abandoned/Abused
Child in the direction of borderline. Borderline and narcissistic personalities
were characterized by Angry Child mode. The study has also found
significant differences between borderline and narcissistic personalities in
Healthy Adult mode in the direction of narcissistic personality . The study
has also found that the borderline structure is more disturbed than the
narcissistic structure and the main reason is the anaclitic relation between
borderline and the object which doesn't differentiate between a person who
has his own, distinct and independent entity and another person who also has
his own, distinct and independent entity, while the narcissistic object allows
for exclusivity. Borderline personality used splitting mechanism which is
related to a deficit in maintaining a balanced double vision of the self and the
object, while the narcissistic personality uses grandiosity mechanism which
helps adjusting well and using the Healthy Adult mode all of which lead to
intact of reality testing in narcissistic rather than in borderline personality.

Key words: borderline personality, narcissism, schema modes, ego functions
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