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Relationship Between Teachers' Use of Alternative Assessments and
Students' Perceptions of the Classroom Assessment Environment and

Academic Self-Efficacy
Abstract

This study aimed at determining the degree of teachers’ use of

alternative assessment methods; examining differences in using alternative
assessment methods with respect to teachers’ gender, teaching subject,
teaching grade, teaching experience, and weekly teaching load; and
investigating the relationship between teachers’ use of alternative
assessment methods and students’ perceptions of the classroom
assessment environment and academic self-efficacy. The sample included
208 teachers along with their classrooms consisting of 4028 students
enrolled in grades 7 to 11 from all educational governorates in the Sultanate
of Oman. A subscale of Alkharusi’'s (2010) Teachers’ Assessment
Practices Questionnaire concerning alternative assessment methods was
administered to the teachers. Alkharusi’s (2015) Perceived Classroom
Assessment Environment Scale and a subscale of Pintrich, Smith,Garcia, &
Mckeachie’s (1993) Motivated Strategies for Learning Questionnaire
concerning academic self-efficacy were administered to the students.
Students’ responses were linked with their respective classroom teacher’s
Data were responses so that the unit of analysis was at the class—level.
analyzed using frequencies, percentages, means, standard deviations,

multivariate analysis of variance, and Pearson correlation coefficient.

Results showed that oral tests were the most used alternative
assessment method by the teachers whereas hands-on assessments which
depend on student’s performance assessment with pre—defined criteria were

the least used alternative assessment method by the teachers. There were
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statistically significant differences on teachers’ use of alternative
assessments with respect to the teaching subject. There were no
statistically significant differences on teachers’ use of alternative
assessments with respect to teachers’ gender, teaching grade, teaching
experience, and weekly teaching load. Also, there were statistically
significant positive relationship between teachers’ use of hands-on
assessments which depend on student’s performance assessment with pre—
defined criteria and students’ perceptions of the classroom assessment
environment as being performance-oriented. However, there were no
statistically significant relationships of teachers’ use of the other alternative
assessment methods to students’ perceptions of the classroom assessment
environment as being learning—oriented and academic self-efficacy. The
results were discussed in light of previous literature and educational system
of the Sultanate of Oman. A number of suggestions and recommendations

were offered.
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