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Perceived social support as a mediator among the classroom participation,
the preferred learning style and the academic problems for preparatory
stage talented students

Dr. Mohamed Ghazy Al-dessuky
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Educational Research and Development (NCERD)

Abstract:

This research aimed to identify factors that contribute to the academic
problems of preparatory stage talented students, and to determine the best
path analysis model interpreting the mutual causal relationships, the direct
and the indirect effects of classroom participation and their preferred
learning style, the perceived social support provided to them from the
periphery as perceived by the students themselves and their academic
problems. The research sample included 126 male and female talented
students from some schools in the preparatory stage from Cairo and
Dakahliya governorates. The measurements of the research variables,
administered to the research sample, included the structural equation
modeling, and* AMOS, V.24, which were used to show the correlations
among all variables. The results showed that the contributions of some
factors in the academic problems of the talented students varied, depending
on the type of talent (athletic / cultural / art-performance), and gender of
student (male / female). Besides, the results indicated that the proposed
path- analysis model matched the relationship between the classroom
participation and the preferred learning style as independent variables, the
perceived social support as a mediator variable, and the academic problems
for preparatory stage talented students as a dependent variable. The results
also revealed that there was no difference between the models of regression
analysis extracted from the relations between the variables of the research
according to the different type of talent (athletic / cultural / art-
performance), while the differences between these models were found for
the relations between these variables according to the different gender
(male / female).

Keywords: Academic Problems - Perceived social support - Classroom
participation - Preferred learning styles — Talented students.
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