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Effectiveness of Peer Mediated Intervention Program in Improving
Social Interactions in Children with Autism

D. Khaled Saad Sayed Mohammed
Assistant Professor of Mental Hygiene .
Faculty of Education, Qena, South Valley University

Abstract

Deficit Social Interaction is the most symptoms indicate a child with
autism, the autistic child avoids social relationships with others, and also he
withdraws from positions of social interaction, and to overcome the deficit in
social interaction skills experienced by autistic children, the process of
intervention be very necessary to work on the development of those aspects,
and reduce associated problems and the disability caused social growth and
communicate with others, and the current study, an attempt to interfere using
Peer Mediated Intervention to improve social interaction skills of autistic
children. Participated in the study were 15 children representing two
categories of children: the first category: a group of autistic children consists
of seven children of males awtistic children Jrom autism classes in
Intellectual Education schools, average age 7.36 and a standard deviation
3.92, this group divided into two groups: an experimental group: cosists of
Jour children, and a control group cosists of three children, and Category II:
The group of peers children, cosists of eight children ranging in age from 7-
10 years average age 8.32 years. and a standard deviation of 4.02, were
selected from relatives of autistic children, both brothers (four ad peers), or
cousins living in the same house (two peers), or cousins living in neighboring
houses (two peers). Tools of the study included: Social Interaction Scale Jor
autistic child: prepared by researcher, Gelleam Scale Jor Autism(Mohamed
El-Said Abd Ei-Rahman &Mona El-Said Khalaifa, 2004) (Mr. Mohamed
Abdel-Rahman, Mona Khalifa, 2004), and the training program (prepared by
the researcher), which consists of 48 sessions, the duration af each session
ranges from 30-40 minutes, the implementation of these training sessions
cosists of three phases: general training stage, and special training, and the
practical training stage which, and also there was a meeting with parents
and leachers before implementing the program to inform them of the nature
and purpose of the program and the nature of autism and the most basic

=204 Godads ol ol 82 sl — Apundil] sl al) &y sl Atsalimemn(110)e



——taxa L St JLA/S

information that they should know about autism. The results indicated that
the program which based on peers éffectively in developing social interaction
skills of autistic children, in the light of these findings, the study
recommended that peer mediated intervention the style should be essential
component of intervention programs, focus on developing social interaction
skills through peers have a successful outcome in the behavior of autistic
children. _—

Key words: Peer Mediated Intervention, Social Interacfion.s:, Children with
Autism. '
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