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.(an exploratory field study)
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.Abstract

The aim of this study was to investigate the pr'evglence of the boyah
(tomboy) and rafiqa (female partner) subcultiures among the students
of Princess Norah Bint Abdulrahman University (PNU). The study
also focused on identifying the differences between these behaviors
with respect to students’ GPAs,.educational levels and majors.

In order to meet the objectives of our study, one questionnaires have
been developed and uploaded to an online-survey website. which was
concerned with the behaviors of the boyah and rafiga subcultures,.
The reliability and validity of these questionnaire have been verified
by doing a pilot study on 64 students, whereas the final study sample
consisted of 1275 students.

The results of our study have showed that the general averages.of the
behaviors of the boyah and rafiga subcultures are 1.27, and 1.21
respectively. When comparing these averages with the general

. average of 4, we can safely conclude that these behaviors aré limited
atPNU. - R ' ‘

With regard to the behavioral dimensions of the boyah subculture,
we have found that the external appearance was the most important
factor with an average of (1.39), followed by the sexual behavior
with an average of (1.28), then beliefs with an average of (1.22), and
lastly, the external behavior with an average of (1.16),
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As for the behavioral dimensions of the rafiga subculture, we have
found that the sexual behavior was the most dominant factor with an .
average of (1.28), followed by beliefs with an average of (1.23), then
the external behavior with an average of (1 06).

As for the behavioral dimensions of the emo subculture, we have
found that the emotional reaction was the most important factor with
_ an average of (2.21), followed by beliefs with an average of (1.58), -
then the external behavior with an average of (1.46), and lastly,
appearance with an average of (1.26). i

-

‘After examining the behavioral differences in these subcultures with

. respect to different colleges, we came to the following conclusions:
differences in the behavior of the boyah subculture were in favor of
the -colleges of Pharmacy and Social Services, differences in the
rafiga subculture were in favor of the colleges of Pharmacy, Social
Services and Arts. - . T

Furthermore, after examining the differences in these subcultures in
terms of GPAs and educational’ levels, we have found that, on
average, differences in these behaviors were in favor of lower
educational levels (1-4) and lower cumulative GPAs (1-3).

The .results of this study have been analyzed in light of
developmental psychology, sociological and cultural factors.

Key Words: Boyah, Rafiqa, College students
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