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* ~The Causal Relationships between Internet Addiction and -
Internet Preference for Social Purpose, Psychological Loneliness, and
Social Support for Internet Addicts

Abde1~N ASSET, El Sayed Amer
Faculty of Education
Suez Canal University, Ismailia, Egypt

Abstraci:
This study aimed to explore the nature of causal relationships between internet
addiction and internet preference for social purposes, psychological loneliness,

and social -support for internet addicts.” The “study .Sample consisted. of 190
female and male students classified according to. their learning stage with 154
basic education- students, (81. 1%) 12 high school students (6.3%), and 24
university students (12.6%). The size'of the. Sample of internet addicts included
84 female and male students with an average experience of 3 2. years. and
standard devnauon of1.64.. .. . ) :_' S

The Internet” Addiction. test of Young (1996) W’lth (a—95000 N =20} -, the
pSychologxcal Lonelmess Test of Russell et;al,. (1995) with (a=65, N=20) the.
Social Support test with (3—79 N=12) and the Internet,Preference for Soctal
Purposes prepared by Morzhan-Martin. & Schumnaker *(2001) with. (3=0.85,.
N=10) were also used for the total population of 190 students

Statistical methods, such as the linear coefficient of. Pearson and the Path
Analysis Method through the Listel 8.50- program. to .analyse the cortelation
between the srudy variables, were used. o

The results showed that the model wrth the internet addlcnon resultmg from the
study vatiables was rhore matching with ‘causal model where the internet
addICUOﬂ was causmg the study variables.

There existed statistically significant influences of the numbeér of hours, social
support and the (ntemet preference for social purposes to the internet addiction.
There had been no stat:sttcally significant influences for the psychological
loneliness or the experience on the internet addiction.
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