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The implicit understandmg of counting
- “in individuals with Down syndrome
- Dr. Hela R. Abdelhameed
Lecturer in Educational Psychology
Department, Faculty of Education
Suez Canal University

: Abstract' '

Countmg isa complex skill which involves learning the counting words in
the correct order and coordmatmg the production of counting words with the
identification of objects in the set to be counted. There is a big argument
among researchers regarding the ability of individuals with Down syndrome
to understand counting. This study aimed to investigate the implicit
understandmg of counting in individuals with Down syndrome. There was
one broad question of this study “ Do individuals with Down syndrome have
implicit understanding of . counting?” from this bhroad question, some
subsidiary questions emerged, “ Are individuals with Down syndrome able to
recognise the counting errors during counting? “ Are they able to produce
the last tag response? * Are they able to give “x” objects? “Are they able to
produce ‘new. strategies during -counting?” To be able to answer these
questions two tasks were used, error detection and give -a number- tasks.
This study results showed that individuals with Down syndrome have implicit
understanding of counting. They could recognise counting errors and were
able'to prodice the last tag response. They were able to give “x” objects in
a-give —a number- task. Furthermore, individuals with Down syndrome in
" this ‘study were able to produce new strategies during counting such as -
carrecting their mistakes and adding objects instead of counting them form
the beginning. Hence, the findings of this study supported the findings of the
previous research that individuals with Down syndrome have implicit
understandmg of counting.
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