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The psychological Study of Eyewitness

Omnia |. EL-Shenawy, Ph.D.
Dept. of psychology, Faculty of Arts - Menoufia University

Abstract

Eyewitness play an important role in several criminal investigation,
and sometimes eyewitness tesumony is the only evidence available for
determining the identity of the culprit. Psychology has built the only
scientific literature on eyewitness testimony and has wamed the
justice system of problems with eyewitness evidence.

The present study review major developments in the experimental
literature concerning the way that various factors relate to the
accuracy of eyewitness testimony, These factors include both
estimator variables and system variables.

Estimator variables include characteristics of the witness,
characteristics of the witnessed event, characteristics of testimony and
abilities of the testimony evaluators to discriminate between accurate
and inaccurate witness testimony. The system variables include
variables such as, lineup presentation, lineup instructions, and
retention interval.
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