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Social Isolation in a sample of computer children
( From the age of 8-13 years old )

A descriptive study applied to computer children at the library of Arab
El Mohamady, which followed to comprehensive care assembly, and
library of Heliopolies, which followed to the services comprehensive of
Heliopolies Cairo governorate

Prepared by :
Dr. Nabila Abbas Saleh El Shourbagy
Lecturer of psychology-faculty of social work, -
Cairo University - El Fayoum Branch

The computer invaded the children’s lives in their homes, and has
become a new guest inside the Egyptian home. Computer games
absorbed all their attention and occupied the greater part of the child’s
life more than any other computer utilization. It represents the world of
contemporary games for children nowadays through the diverse
entertainment games with the computer’s (CD), or at the games sites
on the internet. _

Thus it seized their interests inside children’s libraries due to the
increase of computer number. These special games sites don’t grade at
the level of reading, viewing, learning and educating the mind, but
they consider them worthless in forming themselves. Consequently
children feel the inferiority of themselves. They cannot use the
computer in away that participates in their mental and moral building,
but they use it for entertainment and recreation, to fill up spare time as
they tend to withdrawal, isolation and refusal...... because they spend
long hours in front of it playing different games. This entails a kind of
negative behavior on the part of the child in his whole social
relationship. The child becomes isolated from others inside the family
for being tied up to the computer and for using it for the diverse
entertainment games. Also, he recourses to isolate himself and rejects
others. He loses tendency to participate in the activities existing in the
library. He tends to seclude himself from others and avails his entire
time for the computer that becomes the alternate life of the child.

The study aims at knowing the reasons which lead the Computer
children of both genders from the age of (8-13 years) to Social
isolation, and to revealing the existence of a relationship between the
time period for the use of Children to Computer games and the feeling
of social isolation.
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The researcher used the descriptive analytical method by means of
overall survey and sampling . Tools used in this study are represented
in interviews and Social isolation Scale for the Computer’s Children
prepared by the researcher.

The limitations of the recent study are:

1- human field : A specimen representing the computer’s children
(males-females) form the age of (8-13years old), who frequent
both libraries and their number is (74)boy and girl.

2- Location field : The library of Arab Almohamady , Lotfi AL
sayed St., demerdash station and Heliopolies library, Al Orouba
St. Helopolies.

3- Time field : within the period from 1/12/2003 — to 30/11/2004

The research conclouded the following results :

e There are statistical significant differences between the
number of hours which children from the age of (8-13 years
old) of both genders spend on computer games and the
feeling of social isolation in the two libraries.

e There are also statistical significant differences in the
number of hours average spent daily by children on
computer games in both libraries tends either to males or
females. '

e One of the most reasons that lead the child to isolation is his
feeling of loneliness most of the time that he is lonely in this
world and isolated from others. He hates mingling with others
since the computer entered his life. He feels unconfident with
himself, so he spends most of his time in computer games...as
the computer understands him more than the others. Thus the
computer has become the alternate self of the child, as he failed
to achieve his self, so he plays lonely with the computer, as it’s
his best friend .
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